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By James F. Clarity -Gcn JACQUIET DECAnLC 5B 1a5h

f O/ The Herald Tribure Staff June 14, according to tithe
3 . PARIS.  |French *Who's Who." :
TTe 8 Gaule CovVeInmen He is a year younger than:
abmicted yesterday thatl | his replacement. Gen. Guibaud
Flench oificlals were Involved| |was born Sept. 51908, ac--

cording to an Armed Forces

—

1} the Ben Barka scandal.. |
After a meeting of Presideny

ab Gaulle and his Cabinet, iff |1s 56

vlce, was being retired. )
s sueeessor is Gen. Bugend:
Guibaud, who once served as
military intelligence cmef inj,
Hrench indochina., . secret service or of IFrench
|' |1nformation Minister Yvor{"|police’ officers. The French
,, Hourges, fn announcing. Gen).|government was not involved
cquier's retirement, said hq |in 8. | -

" afready was six month beyond | President, -de Gaulle
“the normal retirement age| |spokesman " sald, ‘ “insisted”

start frem abroad and which
had the benefit of certaln

)
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Ministry bzography, and thus

was announced that the policd A government spokesman -
dpartment and the secref |sald the changes were not:
shrvice were being administrad jrelated to’ tm- Ben Barka case.;
tfvely rechuffled. It was also |However, a!communique is-:
dlsclosed that Gen. Paul Jaco\] sued after the Cabinet session
ahier, chief of the secret serd.|called the case “a criminal .

benterprise mounted from the
“to ind  out

happened and why French of-
complicity by agents of the,

the

\

that the police and the secfeb,
servie edetermine what hap- .

- pened to Mehdl Ben Barka,

exiled leader of the Moroccan
opposition who was kidnaped

« Mr, Ben .Barks, ’according
to one report, was knifed to
-death by Gen. Mohammed
,Oulklr, Morocco's Interfor
Minister and military chlef.

on a Paris street .Oct. 29 and* The report said the general

“apparently murdered in the
suburbs.

Because hiﬁh Gaulllst ot

cials allegedly were informed -
in advance of the kidnapping
pians,
bizarre incldents In the case,
the government " has been
under increasing . pressure
1rom the press and the publie

ficials became Involved.

The.
. distrubed by the effect . the
scandal * might + have on
France's relations with .several
Arab  natlons; and African
countries. [

and because of other -

government also was.

5 : T : Aol

feared Mr., Ben Barka was
about to be pardoned by King

Hassan II' and allowed to re-.

tum to Moroceo to lead: the
opposition party.

But the man who gave thls ‘

report, an ex-convict named:

Georges Flgon, was reported

by the police to have shot,

himself -to death Monday

,cment, According to the pollce,
they knocked on his door, an-
nounced their presence, and

when,. no response was rort,h-;

what actually’ night as pollco were about to:
arrest him {n his Paris apart--

coming sent for the concierge

-to get the door key. The police’

‘sald Figon shot himself before"

they could enter.

+» The secret service will be

transferred from the juris-
diction of Premier Georges
Pompldou to that of the Min~
{ster of the Army, undey yes-
terday's order. The govern-
‘ment spokesman sald the
change had long been con-
templated.

Despite the government de-
nials that the moves were re-
Jated to the Ben Barka case,
it was recalled that two Pavls
policemen have been arrested
and have "admitted heiping
take the Moroccan leader on
tthe sububan ride. They deny
'fmy knowledge of a murder,

Land assert they thought they’

. were taking him for “political

tal}'s" with unidentified
'Vonocc'm officials. .

i In addition, Mal.
t Le Roy, chief of research of
.the secrel service, admitted
rknowing of the abduction

Mﬁrcell

Approved For Release 2001/07/26 :

1

|pended Tuesdayy:

L a =
P HIRLIG A AUVELHVE, 43U Wad Do

]

CIA-RDP75-00149R000100360065-4




